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TBILISI, Georgia—President Eduard 
Shevardnadze resigned November 23, 
ending 12 years in power, amid nonviolent 
demonstrations that broke out after election 
results were denounced as fraudulent by the 
opposition, and by U.S. State Department 
and international monitors. 

Led by U.S.-educated former Justice 
Minister Mikhail Saakashvili’s National 
Movement, the opposition won the third 
most parliamentary seats. 

Nino Burjanadze, Georgia’s parliamentary 
speaker and opposition leader, became 
acting president. Presidential elections are 
currently scheduled for January 4, 2004. 

USAID assistance to the parliamentary 
election included support for international 
and domestic monitors, voter registration, 
poll worker training, independent media, and 
get-out-the-vote campaigns. 

Hoping to save many of the estimated 
500,000 women worldwide who die in child-
birth each year, a new USAID program will 
promote attendance at childbirth by skilled 
healthworkers and provide low-cost drug 
injections to control bleeding. 

Most women in developing countries lack 
access to such lifesaving care, said Dr. E. 
Anne Peterson, Assistant Administrator for 
Global Health, announcing the initiative 
November 7. 

The programs are set for Benin, Ethiopia, 
Mali, and Zambia, and Indonesia. 

After a three-year freeze on aid for Kenya 
over corruption and governance issues, the 
IMF approved a $253 million loan 
November 21. 

President Mwai Kibaki, who replaced 
Daniel arap Moi in 2002, has made strong 
commitments to break with Kenya's past 
reluctance to reduce corruption and reform 
the economy. 

As a result, the IMF announced a three-
year reform program, the first time the fund 
has approved a loan since December 2000. 

Kenya was once East Africa’s leading 
economy, but rising ethnic tension and 
declining investment have left 60 percent of 
its people below the poverty line. 

Pakistan should do more to keep Taliban mil­
itants from attacking Afghanistan from its 
territory, and Afghan forces near the border 
should be more vigilant, the new U.S. 
Ambassador to Afghanistan, Zalmay 
Khalilzad, said November 19. 

His comments followed the shooting death 
of a French U.N. aid worker, Bettina 
Goislard, 29, in Ghazni, 60 miles south of 
Kabul, near the border with Pakistan. She 
was shot while driving through a bazaar in a 
marked U.N. vehicle. Two admitted Taliban 
members were held as suspects. 

Goislard’s murder led the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees to announce 
withdrawal of 30 staff from the region. 

Dozens of local Afghans followed 

Goislard’s funeral procession from Ghazni to

Kabul, where she was buried November 20.


Ugandan university students will get

training in computer networks and high-tech

manufacturing through a partnership

involving USAID, Uganda, Cisco Systems,

Inc., and EDS. 


The combined value of the agreements,

signed by Ugandan President Yoweri

Museveni during a visit to USAID headquar­

ters November 5, could reach $14.3 million.


Cisco is providing $8 million and USAID

will give $2 million to create 10 network

academies in the Ugandan university system,

the first of 70 such training centers in 16

countries in Africa and elsewhere.


EDS will provide up to $4.2 million and

USAID will give $100,000 to train

Ugandan students in computerized manu­

facturing, with the goal of making Uganda

a high-tech engineering and manufacturing

hub in East Africa.


An investigation by the Cairo office of the

Agency’s Inspector General resulted

October 23 in guilty pleas on wire fraud and

false claims charges by Morcon

Technologies Inc. 

The firm, based in San Mateo, Calif., entered

the pleas in U.S. District Court, Northern

District of California.


A federal grand jury indicted Morcon in

2001 for “knowingly and intentionally


devising a scheme and artifice to defraud” 
USAID through the Commodity Import 
Program, which helps Egyptian firms 
finance imports of U.S.-made goods. 

Morcon admitted having aided and abetted 
false bids submitted by its Egyptian agent in 
a competition to provide scientific equip­
ment to Misr University, Cairo. 

The trumped-up competing bids “made 
Morcon’s bid appear reasonable even though 
it was highly inflated,” the Office of 
Inspector General said. 

The former vice president of sales for a 
California telecommunications firm 
pleaded guilty October 20 in U.S. District 
Court for the Central District of California 
of conspiring to defraud USAID and 
making false statements, the USAID Office 
of Inspector General said. 

Spencer Clark Rogers, a former sales 
executive with Jackmoon, USA, Inc., 
admitted in the plea filed August 1 that he 
and other Jackmoon employees removed 
“Made in China” labels from parts, pack-
aging, and containers of parts, replacing 
them with “Made in USA” labels. 

They knew that U.S. origin was a condi­
tion for USAID to fund purchase of parts. 

USAID Inspector General Everett L. 
Mosley said the “Buy America” policy is an 
“integral component” of the U.S. foreign 
assistance program, and, “as demonstrated by 
this prosecution, we take its enforcement 
very seriously.” 

Legal Aid Helps Nigerian Woman Escape Stoning 

Amina Lawal will not be stoned to death. The The September decision was closely 
Islamic Appellate Court in northern Nigeria watched by women’s rights supporters 
set her free, overturning her conviction for around the world. It came after an interna­
adultery. The charge was brought because tional legal team, whose work USAID 
she was divorced before becoming pregnant helped fund, prepared briefs presented to the 
with Wasila, now 2 years old. Sharia Court of Appeals in Katsina. 

Amina Lawal and Wasila, her 2-year-old, at the Sharia Court of Appeals in Katsina, Nigeria. Amina 
was aquitted by four of five judges in the appeal of her death sentence. 
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Agency support for the Georgetown 
University legal aid project also helped pre-
pare arguments for a possible appeal to the 
Nigerian Supreme Court. 

Lawal’s conviction “violated innumerable 
provisions of Nigeria’s own constitution,” 
said Susan Deller Ross, Director of the 
International Women’s Human Rights Clinic 
at Georgetown University Law Center. 

Ross’s strategy was to use African law to 
expand African women’s rights. Islamic law 
or sharia has been adopted in 12 of the 36 
Nigerian states. 

The aid to Lawal is part of a $1.25 million 
grant from the Agency’s Office of Women 
in Development (WID). The 2001–04 
funding let Ross expand her women’s rights 
project from Ghana and Uganda to Nigeria 
and Tanzania. 

The grant supported videoconferencing 
that enabled a legal braintrust of U.S. and 
African legal scholars, coordinated by 
Ross, to confer by internet with Lawal’s 
attorney Aliyu Musa Yawuri. 

Yawuri, who is qualified in Islamic and 
non-Islamic law, was brought on by Women’s 
Rights Advancement and Protection 
Alternatives, a Nigerian legal NGO. 

USAID’s mission in Nigeria also assisted 
Lawal’s defense through the Sharia 
Stakeholders Consultative Group (SSCG). 

The SSCG provided advice for the defense 
strategy and mobilized groups to carry out 
advocacy campaigns. It worked with civil 
society organizations such as the Women’s 
Rights Advancement and Protection 
Alternative to keep the case in the news and, 
with other groups, drafted and submitted a 
comprehensive Violence Against Women bill 

to the Nigerian legislature. 
WID-supported legal aid has also focused 

on discrimination in inheritance laws in 
Tanzania, which, in turn, are affected by 
Islamic laws that allow polygamy. The aim is 
to assert the primacy of women’s rights over 
discriminatory laws. 

Ross says many countries are revising their 
constitutions to include international conven­
tions on human rights, including those of 
women. And she hopes to see African higher 
courts strike down discriminatory laws, just 
as U.S. courts have done. ★ 

Djibouti, Yemen 
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Natsios also announced new U.S. assis­
tance for Yemen, which has a population of 
20 million and has been a base for Al Qaeda. 

USAID, which reestablished a presence in 
June after closing its mission in the early 
1990s, will supply funds to education, agri­
culture, economic growth, and health, said 
Special Assistant Kate Almquist, who 
accompanied Natsios on the trip. 

“The aid will focus on five key provinces 
that are both very poor and considered cru­
cial to our successful war on terrorism,” said 
Almquist. 

In the capital city of Sana’a, Natsios visited 
a U.S.-supported drainage project that has 
had a huge impact on health conditions, she 
said. Natsios also visited Sudan, where he 
discussed the benefits of a peace accord, as 
well as Ethiopia and Kenya. ★ 


